APA-1

Control:

Department or Agency:

Rule No.:

Rule Title:

Intended Action

TRANSMITTAL SHEET FOR NOTICE

OF INTENDED ACTION

380

Alabama Board of Registration for Foresters

380-X-6-.04

Continuing Education

Amend

Would the absence of the proposed rule significantly harm or

N
endanger the public health, welfare, or safety? ©
Is there a reasonable relationship between the state’s police Yes
power and the protection of the public health, safety, or welfare?

Is there another, less restrictive method of regulation available

) No
that could adequately protect the public?
Does the proposed rule have the effect of directly or indirectly No
increasing the costs of any goods or services involved?
To what degree?: N/A
Is the increase in cost more harmful to the public than the harm NA

that might result from the absence of the proposed rule?

Are all facets of the rule-making process designed solely for the
purpose of, and so they have, as their primary effect, the No
protection of the public?

Does the proposed action relate to or affect in any manner any
litigation which the agency is a party to concerning the subject No
matter of the proposed rule?

Does the proposed rule have an economic impact? No
If the proposed rule has an economic impact, the proposed rule is required to be

accompanied by a fiscal note prepared in accordance with subsection (f) of Section
41-22-23, Code of Alabama 1975.

Certification of Authorized Official

I certify that the attached proposed rule has been proposed in full compliance
with the requirements of Chapter 22, Title 41, Code of Alabama 1975, and that it
conforms to all applicable filing requirements of the Administrative Procedure
Division of the Legislative Services Agency.

Signature of certifying officer

iﬁ%@fﬂvuzjwéad@ukl . r—-‘:)

Lea Anna Meadows

Date Friday, May 17, 202




APA-2
ALABAMA BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR FORESTERS

NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION

AGENCY NAME: Alabama Board of Registration for Foresters
RULE NO. & TITLE: 380-X-6-.04 Continuing Education
INTENDED ACTION: Amend

SUBSTANCE OF PROPOSED ACTION:

To amend the current rule 380 X 6 .04, Continuing Education, removing subdivision
section No. 1 through No. 13 regarding the current established continuing
education requirements for all Registered Foresters and replacing them with
section No. 1 through No. 6. To meet the requirements of the governor’s executive
order 735.

TIME, PLACE AND MANNER OF PRESENTING VIEWS:

All interested parties may submit data, views, or arguments concerning the
proposed amendment to the Board in writing through the close of business on July
5, 2024, to Lea Anna Meadows, Executive Director, Alabama State Board of
Registration for Foresters, 513 Madison Avenue, Montgomery, AL 36130; Phone
334-240-9301; Fax 334-240-9387; Email LeaAnna.Meadows@asbrf.alabama.gov

FINAL DATE FOR COMMENT AND COMPLETION OF NOTICE:
Friday, July 5, 2024

CONTACT PERSON AT AGENCY:

Lea Anna Meadows, Executive
Director, Alabama State Board of
Registration for Foresters, 513
Madison Avenue, Montgomery, AL
36130; Phone 334-240-9301; Fax
334-240-9387; Email

LeaAnna.Meadows@asbrf.alabama.gov Gfaszuu27WEaa®uA¢

Lea Anna Meadows

(Signature of officer authorized
to promulgate and adopt
rules or his or her deputy)



380-X-6-.04 Continuing Education.

(1) Continuing Forestry Education acceptable to the
Board is required for license renewal. Each renewal requires an
annual minimum of 10 CFE hours accrued from the prior two years
at the license expiration date. A minimum of 5 CFE hours must be

Category 1. A maximum of 5 A—fegis%efed—fefes%ef—Wi%%—be

%he—pfev&eﬁs—yeaf—feqatfemeﬁ%s—CFE hours can be from categorles
2 or 3. A forester that

esxpiratienis licensed for less than a full year does not submit

CFE hours for the first license renewal.

(2) Unless otherwise defined for a particular
activity, a CFE hour is a contact hour of actual instruction
time (does not include introductions, breaks, travel times on
tours, or other non-instruction time). A CFE activity is at
least 1 hour, and the total activity or course time is rounded
to the nearest one-half hour. A CFE credit hour is used once and
any unused current year CFE hours can be rolled forward for the

next year’s needed CFE hours.;—bugt—willtbe—reguired

(3) Qualified CFE hours acceptable to the Board are
as follows: to—have

(a) The ASBRF approves Category 1 CFE hours or
accepts comparable Category 1 CFE activity hours from the
Society of American Foresters, other state boards of
registration or other professional forester organizations.

(b) The other categories of CFE’s are approved as
defined in each Category description.

(c) The instructors of CFE activities must be experts
or competent practitioners in the subject matter being
presented. Registered Foresters are uniquely qualified to design
CFE activities including tours, courses and selection of
instructors that meet CFE criteria and may be listed as “Name,
R.F., Coordinator” on the agenda.t6—reguired

(d) The CFE activity/course agenda being submitted
for Board approval includes general activity/course objective,




session topic descriptions, the session instructor title/
qualifications and session contact hours. Agendas are submitted
at least two (2) weeks in advance of their needed approval.

(4) The forester submits the CFE credit hours heurs
c . . i : — = :

, . . L1 : . . : .
eredits—teo—Pbe—applied—to—thisreguirement—as—apart—oefon the

license renewal form and keeps documentation of CFE courses/
activities used for 2 years. The forester only submits the ten
hours needed to meet CFE requirements of paragraph “1.” above.
(5) The Board may audit a forester’s submitted CFE
credit hours and if so, the forester submits the CFE credit hour
records for review. Documentation includes attendance records,
activity/course objective and session agendas with topics,
instructors, and type CFE hours claimed. For courses without
attendance records the forester may document attendance by
signing the agenda document indicating that they have attended.-

Peocumentation—shall be—retained by ecach licensee—and—shaltlt

(6) There are three Categories of Continuing Forest
FEducation (CFE) hours acceptable for Alabama Registered Forester
continuing education.

(a) Category 1 includes organized coursework and
activities directly related to the practice of forestry, or to
the professional responsibility or ethical obligations of
foresters. This category requires that continuing education #hke

foresters—andpracticingprofessienal—Fforestry-contributes to

the professional competency of a registered forester and is
conducted by foresters or experts

6 )—Responsibilityfor deocumenting—thefultfitiment—of +the
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subject matter.
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deseription—Credit—acerues—at—therate—oftwo——contactcredit
accrues at 2 hours for each hour of presentation.
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Category 1 content college course (not including courses

taken in pursuit of a degree to qualify for licensing)
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accrue at a rate of 15 hours per course semester credit hour
upon passing the course.

(b) Category 2 Includes published writing of forestry
subject matter by foresters (not a primary occupation role) and
accrues at 15 CFE hours for a technical reviewed publication and
5 CFE hours for a substantial audience news S5—heuvrs—Ffer—an
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elected or appointed office or active committee assignment
or boards in forestry or allied professional forestry
organizations as a representative of the forestry profession
and accrues at a rate of 5 hours per year. Self-improvement
in forestry related subjects like attendance of state boards
of forestry meetings and self-study accruing at 1 CFE credit
hour per activity hour. There is no preapproval application
required as the forester reports the CFE hours but should
retain proof of hours and attendance records.

(c) Category 3 Other organized coursework or
activities not specifically forestry-related but professionally
enriching or directly benefiting the forester in their present
job role. There is no preapproval application required as the
forester reports the CFE hours but should retain proof of hours
and attendance records. Credit accrues at a rate of 1 hour for

each contact hour of instruction. For fer—heldingoffieces

} E .il . 3 . 3. i} 35 g ]
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i i i i -college courses fitting
Category 3 description (not including courses

O )—Universityand—ecollege—taught—activities taken in pursuit




apptieationmustinelude—+thefeollewingsto qualify for

licensing) can be accrued at a rate of 15 hours per
semester hour upon passing the course
. i . . e . . ok » :




Author: Aprille B. Cook
Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, §34-12-8(b).

History: VFiled March 19, 1992. BAmended: Filed August 9, 2006;
effective September 13, 2006. Amended: Filed February 9, 2007;
effective March 16, 2007. Amended: Filed May 6, 2016;
effective June 20, 2016. Amended: Published May 28, 2021;
effective July 12, 2021. BAmended: Published 5/31
effective 7/05
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