
TRANSMITTAL SHEET FOR NOTICE
OF INTENDED ACTION 

Control: 390

Department or Agency: Alabama Forestry Commission

Rule No.: Chapter 390-X-6

Rule Title: Prescribed Burning Certification and Prescription

Intended Action Amend

Would the absence of the proposed rule significantly harm or
endanger the public health, welfare, or safety? 

Yes

Is there a reasonable relationship between the state’s police
power and the protection of the public health, safety, or welfare? 

Yes

Is there another, less restrictive method of regulation available
that could adequately protect the public? 

No

Does the proposed rule have the effect of directly or indirectly
increasing the costs of any goods or services involved? 

No

To what degree?: N/A

Is the increase in cost more harmful to the public than the harm
that might result from the absence of the proposed rule? 

NA

Are all facets of the rule-making process designed solely for the
purpose of, and so they have, as their primary effect, the
protection of the public? 

Yes

Does the proposed action relate to or affect in any manner any
litigation which the agency is a party to concerning the subject
matter of the proposed rule? 

No

Does the proposed rule have an economic impact? Yes

If the proposed rule has an economic impact, the proposed rule is required to be
accompanied by a fiscal note prepared in accordance with subsection (f) of Section
41-22-23, Code of Alabama 1975. 

Certification of Authorized Official 

I certify that the attached proposed rule has been proposed in full compliance
with the requirements of Chapter 22, Title 41, Code of Alabama 1975, and that it
conforms to all applicable filing requirements of the Administrative Procedure
Division of the Legislative Services Agency. 

Signature of certifying officer Scott L. Rouse
Scott L. Rouse

Date Thursday, April 16, 2026
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ALABAMA FORESTRY COMMISSION

NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION

AGENCY NAME: Alabama Forestry Commission

RULE NO. & TITLE: Chapter 390-X-6   Prescribed Burning
Certification and Prescription

INTENDED ACTION: Amend

SUBSTANCE OF PROPOSED ACTION:
The proposed rule would alter the process for certification and recertification as 
a Certified Prescribed Burn Manager. The proposed rule would also update the 
requirements for prescribed burn plans prepared by Certified Prescribed Burn 
Managers.

TIME, PLACE AND MANNER OF PRESENTING VIEWS:
Persons wishing to submit comments or other feedback regarding the proposal should 
do so by contacting Rickey Fields at the provided email address.

FINAL DATE FOR COMMENT AND COMPLETION OF NOTICE:
Thursday, June 4, 2026

CONTACT PERSON AT AGENCY:
Rickey Fields, Forestry Program 
Specialist
Richard.Fields@forestry.alabama.gov

Scott L. Rouse
Scott L. Rouse

(Signature of officer authorized
to promulgate and adopt

rules or his or her deputy) 
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ALABAMA FORESTRY COMMISSION
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 

CHAPTER 390-X-6
PRESCRIBED BURNING CERTIFICATION AND PRESCRIPTION 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

390-X-6-.01 Training Required For Certification
390-X-6-.02 Equivalent Or Prior Training
390-X-6-.03 Certification Process
390-X-6-.04 Recertification Process
390-X-6-.05 Training And, Certification and

Recertification Fees
390-X-6-.06 Minimum Standards For Prescribed Burning

Plans

390-X-6-.01 Training Required For Certification.

A training program has been established to meet the training
requirements of the Alabama Prescribed Burning Act. In order to
be certified, candidates must complete a training course 
sponsoredconducted or approved by the Alabama Forestry Commission
and apply for certification within two yearsone year of
completing the training course. This course will include
discussion of fire behavior, burning methods, safety, planning,
smoke screening and Alabama fire laws.
Author: John Goff, Rickey Fields
Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, §9-13-270, et seq.
9-13-273(c)
History: New Rule: Filed April 15, 1996; effective May 20, 1996. 
Amended: Filed October 15, 2003; effective November 19, 2003. 
Amended: Filed May 19, 2015; effective June 23, 2015. Amended:
Published ______; effective ______.

390-X-6-.02 Equivalent Or Prior Training.

Training that is substantially equivalent to the courses outlined
and taught by qualified instructorstraining course conducted by
the Alabama Forestry Commission will be accepted as meeting the
training requirements for certification. The determination as to
the acceptability of any particular training course will be made
solely by the Alabama Forestry Commission or its designee..
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Author: John Goff, Rickey Fields
Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, §9-13-270, et seq.
9-13-273(c)
History: New Rule: Filed April 15, 1996; effective May 20, 1996. 
Amended: Filed May 19, 2015; effective June 23, 2015. Amended:
Published ______; effective ______.

390-X-6-.03 Certification Process.

(1) Application. Submit an Application for Prescribed Burn
Manager Certification (FC-18A)Persons seeking certification must
submit an application for certification, along with a non-
refundable processing fee and proof of approved training
completed within the past two years and a non-refundable
processing fee toyear, either online or by mailing to the
following address:

Alabama Forestry Commission 
Attn: Prescribe Burn Certification Program 
P.O. Box 302550 
Montgomery, AL 36130-2550

(2) Certification by Other States. Persons currently certified
pursuant to Certified Prescribed Burn Manager (CPBM) programs in
Tennessee, Georgia, Florida or Mississippi may apply for
certification in Alabama without completion of an additional
training course. Such persons may submit proof of their current
certification(s) in lieu of proof of training. 

(3) Certification Term. Prescribed Burn Manager
CertificationsCPBM certifications will have a five (5)two (2)
year term, requiring renewal prior to the expiration of that
term. Each certified prescribed burn manager (CPBM) must, over
that five year period, earn six (6) hours of continuing education
credit directly related to prescribed burning. A CPBM’s five (5)
year. Such term will be defined fromcommence on the date that he/
she becomes certified until September 30 of the fifth year from
that date. (Example: John Doe becomes certified on July 15, 2014.
He will be required to earn six (6) continuing education credits
prior to October 1, 2019.) Burn managers who do not meet this
standard and apply for recertification pursuant to Rule 390-X-6-.
04 will have their certifications expire.the certification is
issued. CPBMs may be recertified as provided in this chapter. 
Author: John Goff, Rickey Fields
Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, §9-13-270, et seq.
9-13-273(c)
History: New Rule: Filed April 15, 1996; effective May 20, 1996. 
Amended: Filed October 15, 2003; effective November 19, 2003. 
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Amended: Filed May 19, 2015; effective June 23, 2015. Amended:
Published ______; effective ______.

390-X-6-.04 Recertification Process.

Submit an Application for Prescribed Burn Manager Certification
(FC-18B) proof of continuing education accomplishment,(1) 
Application. CPBMs seeking recertification must submit an
application for recertification and a non-refundable processing
fee toeither online or by mailing to the following address:

  Alabama Forestry Commission 
  Attn: CPBM Program 
  P.O. Box 302550 
  Montgomery, AL 36130-2550

(a)(2) Late Applications and Renewal Grace Period. In the event
that a certified prescribed burn manager meets his/her continuing
education requirement butCPBM fails to apply for recertification
by his/her renewal date, he/she (i.e. two years from the date of
the CPBM's initial certification or most recent recertification),
the CPBM will be allowed a grace period of one (1) yearsix (6)
months to apply for recertification. A recertification
application submitted within the 6-month grace period may be
subject to an increased processing fee.

(b)(3) Expired Certifications. Certifications that have not been
renewed within one (1) year of the expiration date will bethe 6-
month grace period defined herein are considered nonrenewable and
the burn managerexpired and nonrenewable. Persons whose CPBM
status has thus expired must begin the process again by meeting
the educationaltraining requirements for initial certification
and reapplying for CPBM status.

(c) Continuing education credits must be earned before the
certification expires to be applicable for recertification
purposes. Any continuing education credits earned after a
certification expires will not be considered for meeting the
educational requirements for recertification.

Author: John Goff, Rickey Fields
Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, §9-13-270, et seq.(c)
History: New Rule: Filed May 19, 2015; effective June 23,
2015. Amended: Published ______; effective ______.
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390-X-6-.05 Training And, Certification and Recertification
Fees.

The State Forester shall annually set the fees to be charged by
the Alabama Forestry Commission that year for initial training, 
certification and certificationrecertification of prescribed burn
managersCPBMs. Such fees shall not exceed the following:

$300  For initial 32-hourInitial CPBM training (including   
              certification processing fee)

$200  For 6-hour CPBM continuing education training         
      (including recertification processing fee)

$100  Certification or /recertification processing fee (if   
      CPBM training is not received through the Alabama     
      Forestry Commission)

Author: Scott L. RouseJohn Goff, Rickey Fields
Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, §§9-3-9, 9-13-273 (c),
and (d).
History: New Rule: Filed April 15, 1996; effective May 20, 1996. 
Amended: Filed October 15, 2003; effective November 19, 2003. 
Repealed and New Rule: Filed May 19, 2015; effective June 23,
2015. Repealed and New Rule: Filed May 19, 2015; effective June
23, 2015. Amended: Published ______; effective ______.

390-X-6-.06 Minimum Standards For Prescribed Burning Plans.

(1) Personal Information to include:

(a) Name of property owner

(b) Owner’s mailing address

(c) Owner’s phone number

(d) Same information on individual preparing the plan and/or
executing the burn

(e) Prescribed burn manager certification number

(2) Description of area to be burned to include:

(a) County
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(b) Section, township, rangeGeographic location (STR or Lat/
Long)

(c) Acres to be burned

(d) Type and size of overstory

(e) Type and size of understory

(f) Fuel type and amount

(g) Topography

(3) Purpose of burn

(4) Pre-burn information to include:

(a) Needed manpower and equipment

(b) Firing techniques to be used

(c) List ofIdentify areas around burn site that could be
adversely impacted by smoke from burn (as determined by the
publication “Aa smoke management tool, including but not
limited to V-Smoke, Simple Smoke Screening System for
Prescribed Fires in Alabama.”, or a prescribed burning
guidebook issued by a state or federal governmental agency)

(d) Special precautions taken

(5) Range of desired weather information to include:

(a) Surface wind speed and direction

(b) Minimum and maximum relative humidity

(c) Maximum temperature

(d) Transport wind speed and direction

(e) Minimum mixing height

(f) Dispersion index

(g) Low Visibility Occurrence Risk Index (LVORI)

(6) Starting time and completion of ignition

(7) Sketch or illustration of area to be burned

(8) Signature of Burn Manager, dated and notarized or witnessed
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(9) Burn Permit Number
Author: Alabama Forestry CommissionJohn Goff, Rickey Fields
Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, §9-13-270, et seq.
9-13-273(c)
History: New Rule: Filed April 15, 1996; effective May 20, 1996. 
Amended: Filed October 15, 2003; effective November 19, 2003. 
Repealed and New Rule: Filed May 19, 2015; effective June 23,
2015. Amended: Published ______; effective ______.
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ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT
FOR APA RULE

(Section 41-22-23(f)) 

Control No: 390

Department or Agency: Alabama Forestry Commission

Rule No: Chapter 390-X-6

Rule Title: Prescribed Burning Certification and Prescription

Intended Action: Amend

This rule has no economic impact.

Yes This rule has an economic impact, as explained below:

1. NEED/EXPECTED BENEFIT OF RULE:

The proposed rule would streamline and update the certification and 
recertification process for Certified Prescribed Burn Managers. These 
proposed amendments would reduce the time and expense needed for both 
certification and recertification. The proposal would also update 
requirements for prescribed burn plans administered by Certified 
Prescribed Burn Managers.

2. COSTS/BENEFITS OF RULE AND WHY RULES IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE, EFFICIENT,
AND FEASIBLE MEANS FOR ALLOCATING RESOURCES AND ACHIEVING THE STATED
PURPOSE:

The proposed rule changes should have the effect of reducing the time 
and cost associated with Certified Prescribed Burn Manager 
certification and recertification. While the rule would require 
recertification every two years instead of the current five-year 
period, newly streamlined processes should more than offset this.

3. EFFECT OF THIS RULE ON COMPETITION:

Little to none. If anything, the proposed rule should make it easier 
and less costly for more people to become Certified Prescribed Burn 
Managers.
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4. EFFECT OF THIS RULE ON COST-OF-LIVING AND DOING BUSINESS IN THE
GEOGRAPHICAL AREA WHERE THE RULE IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED:

None.

5. EFFECT OF THIS RULE ON EMPLOYMENT IN THE GEOGRAPHICAL AREA WHERE THE
RULE IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED:

Little to none. If anything, the proposed rule should make it easier 
and less costly for more people to become Certified Prescribed Burn 
Managers.

6. SOURCE OF REVENUE TO BE USED FOR IMPLEMENTING AND ENFORCING THIS RULE:

Certification and recertification fees already established by rule 
will support this program.

7. THE SHORT-TERM/LONG-TERM ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THIS RULE ON EFFECTED
PERSONS, INCLUDING ANALYSIS OF PERSONS WHO WILL BEAR THE COSTS AND
THOSE WHO WILL BENEFIT FROM THE RULE:

The proposed rule change should have a minimal economic impact. If 
anything, it should reduce costs associated with the certification and 
recertification process for Certified Prescribed Burn Managers.

8. UNCERTAINTIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE ESTIMATED BENEFITS AND BURDENS OF
THE RULE, INCLUDING QUALITATIVE/QUANTITATIVE BENEFITS AND BURDEN
COMPARISON:

None.

9. THE EFFECT OF THIS RULE ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH:

The proposed rule changes include updated requirements for prescribed 
burn plans administered by Certified Prescribed Burn Managers. These 
new requirements include modern smoke management tools that could 
lessen impacts on the environment and public health.

10. DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH IF THE RULE IS
NOT IMPLEMENTED:

None.

Signature of certifying officer Scott L. Rouse
Scott L. Rouse

Date Thursday, April 16, 2026
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