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Intended Action Amend

Would the absence of the proposed rule significantly harm or
endanger the public health, welfare, or safety? 

No

Is there a reasonable relationship between the state’s police
power and the protection of the public health, safety, or welfare? 

Yes

Is there another, less restrictive method of regulation available
that could adequately protect the public? 

No

Does the proposed rule have the effect of directly or indirectly
increasing the costs of any goods or services involved? 

No

To what degree?: N/A

Is the increase in cost more harmful to the public than the harm
that might result from the absence of the proposed rule? 

No

Are all facets of the rule-making process designed solely for the
purpose of, and so they have, as their primary effect, the
protection of the public? 

Yes

Does the proposed action relate to or affect in any manner any
litigation which the agency is a party to concerning the subject
matter of the proposed rule? 

No

Does the proposed rule have an economic impact? No

If the proposed rule has an economic impact, the proposed rule is required to be
accompanied by a fiscal note prepared in accordance with subsection (f) of Section
41-22-23, Code of Alabama 1975. 
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Division of the Legislative Services Agency. 
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ALABAMA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY AND AUDIOLOGY

NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION

AGENCY NAME: Alabama Board of Examiners For Speech-Language
Pathology and Audiology

RULE NO. & TITLE: 870-X-6-.02   Principle Of Ethics I

INTENDED ACTION: Amend

SUBSTANCE OF PROPOSED ACTION:
To amend rule to update language

TIME, PLACE AND MANNER OF PRESENTING VIEWS:
The public may present views in writing by mail to Alabama Board of Examiners for 
Speech Language Pathology and Audiology, POB 304760, by emailing 
abespa@abespa.alabama.gov or in person at the public hearing on June 12, 2026.  
The public hearing will be held at 11:30 am at 400 S. Union Street, Montgomery, AL 
36104

FINAL DATE FOR COMMENT AND COMPLETION OF NOTICE:
Friday, June 12, 2026

CONTACT PERSON AT AGENCY:
Wanda Rawlinson
wanda.rawlinson@abespa.alabama.gov

Wanda C. Rawlinson
Wanda Rawlinson

(Signature of officer authorized
to promulgate and adopt

rules or his or her deputy) 
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870-X-6-.02 Principle Of Ethics I.

(1) Individuals shall honor their responsibility to hold
paramount the welfare of persons they serve professionally.

Rules of Ethics

(a) Individuals shall provide all services competently.

(b) Individuals shall use every resource, including referral
when appropriate, to ensure that quality service is provided.

(c) Individuals shall not discriminate in the delivery of
professional services on the basis of race, sex, age,
religion, national origin, sexual orientation, or
handicapping condition disability.

(d) Individuals shall fully inform the persons they serve of
the nature and possible effects of services rendered and
products dispensed.

(e) Individuals shall evaluate the effectiveness of services
rendered and of products dispensed and shall provide services
or dispense products only when benefit can reasonably be
expected.

(f) Individuals shall not guarantee the results or any
treatment of procedure, directly or by implication; however,
they may make a reasonable statement of prognosis.

(g) Individuals shall not evaluate or treat speech, language,
or hearing disorders solely by correspondence.

(h) Individuals shall maintain adequate records of
professional services rendered and products dispensed and
shall allow access to these records when appropriately
authorized.

(i) Individuals shall not reveal, without authorization, any
professional or personal information about thepersonthe
person served professionally, unless required by law to do
so, or unless doing so is necessary to protect the welfare of
the person or of the community.

(j) Individuals shall not charge for services not rendered,
nor shall they misrepresent, in any fashion, services
rendered or products dispensed.

(k) Individuals shall use persons in research or as subjects
of teaching demonstrations only with their informed consent.
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(l) Individuals shall withdraw from professional practice
when substance use/abuse or an emotional or mental 
disabilityhealth condition may adversely affect the quality
of services they render.

Author: David Savage and Shermetra Payton
Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, §§34-28A-1, et seq.
History: Filed September 20, 1982. Amended: Filed December 12,
1988; January 14, 1994. Amended: : Filed February 11, 1994;
effective March 18, 1994. Amended: Filed August 29, 1997;
effective October 3, 1997. Amended: Published ______; effective
______.
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