STATE COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC HEALTH
FOR THE STATE OF ALABAMA

IN RE: DRUG ENFORCEMENT AGENCY (DEA) ANNOUNCEMENT THAT IT WILL
RESCHEDULE MEDICAL MARIJUANA PRODUCTS AS DEFINED IN ITS
REGULATIONS FROM SCHEDULE I TO SCHEDULE Il
OBJECTION PENDING INVESTIGATION, ASSESSMENT, AND HEARING

Effective April 28, 2026, the DEA of the United States government changed the
classification of products containing marijuana that have been approved by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) from Schedule I to Schedule III of the Federal Controlled Substances Act.
The DEA’s new rule will apply to marijuana as defined in the Federal Control Substances Act;
marijuana extracts; delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinnol; and their compounds derived from the
marijuana plant (other than the mature stalks and seeds) that fall outside the definition of hemp to
the extent that any such substances are included in an FDA-approved drug product or are subject
to a state-issued license to manufacture, distribute, and/or dispense marijuana, or products
containing marijuana, for medical purposes.

The scheduling or rescheduling of a substance by the federal government does not

automatically cause the substance to be scheduled or rescheduled under Alabama law. Instead,

Ala. Code 1975 § 20-2-20(c) states that:

If any substance is designated, rescheduled, or deleted as a controlled substance
under federal law and notice thereof is given to the State Board of Health, the
State Board of Health [now known as the State Committee of Public Health] shall
similarly control the substance under this chapter after the expiration of 30 days
from publication in the federal register of a final order designating a substance as
a controlled substance or rescheduling or deleting a substance, unless within that
30-day period, the State Board of Health objects to inclusion, rescheduling, or
deletion. In that case, the State Board of Health shall publish the reasons for
objection and afford all interested parties an oppomnﬁﬁﬁkﬂ. thF ‘ LE D
conclusion of the hearing, the State Board of Health shifs décision,
which shall be final unless altered by statute. Upon publication ¢fjpbjeetiei26
inclusion, rescheduling, or deletion under this chapter by the State Board of
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Health, control under this chapter is stayed until the State Board of Health
publishes its decision.

The State Committee of Public Health (the Committee) met on May 21, 2026, to consider
whether to allow the rescheduling of medical marijuana as outlined in the DEA announcement to
move forward or to object to the same. At that time, the Committee OBJECTED to the
rescheduling referred to herein for the following reasons and purposes:

1. Separate from the federal system, Alabama has recently put into place a robust
framework to deal with medical marijuana that is outside the jurisdiction of the Alabama
Department of Public Health (ADPH) and Alabama’s Controlled Substances Act.

2. In light of Alabama’s substantial work to establish its own framework for the
dispensing of medical marijuana, additional time is needed to evaluate whether the federal
rescheduling will alter that framework as outlined by the Legislature.

$r A public hearing on this matter will provide ADPH the opportunity to hear from
the citizens of Alabama as well as stakeholders regarding this decision.

4. The Committee wishes to make a reasoned, considered decision on this issue with
input from all appropriate persons.

Accordingly, the Committee is OBJECTING to the adoption of the federal rescheduling
of medical marijuana at this time. Following input from the various Alabama governmental
entities which could be affected by the rescheduling and from those people who provide
testimony at the public hearing, the Committee will reconsider whether to continue its objection

or whether to adopt the rescheduling.
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The public hearing is scheduled for the 22" day of July, 2026, at 10 a.m., in Room 982
at the offices of ADPH, 201 Monroe Street. Montgomery, Alabama 36130-3017.

Done on this the & day of June, 2026.

OAA—

Scott Harris, M.D., M.P.H.
State Health Officer




