Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology Rule 870-X-2-.06

ALABAMA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY AND
AUDIOLOGY
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

CHAPTER 870-X-2
THE LICENSURE, CFY/FOURTH-YEAR INTERNSHIP REGISTRATION AND
ASSISTANT REGISTRATION

870-X-2-.06 Assistant Registration.

Any person not eligible for a license under the provisions of this
act who assists in the practice of audiology under the supervision
of a licensed audiologist, must have a bachelor's degree or
equivalent, as stated in the Code of Alabama 1975, §34-28A-1, in
communication disorders or related field and register with the
Board. Any person not eligible for a license under the provisions
of this act who assists in the practice of speech-language
pathology under the supervision of a licensed speech-language
pathologist, must have either of the educational requirements
stated in the Code of Alabama 1975, §34-28A-21.1(a) (2) and
register with the Board. Before granting such registration, the
Board will consider the academic training and clinical experience
of the applicant, the specific duties and responsibilities that
will be assigned to the applicant and the amount and nature of the
supervision that will be given to the applicant. Registration to
assist a licensed speech-language pathologist and/or audiologist
will be granted under the following conditions:

(a) Qualifications. Under the supervision of a licensed
Speech-Language Pathologist or Audiologists. Assistants may
assist in providing services commensurate with their training
and experience.

(b) Duties: Under supervision of a licensed Speech-Language
Pathologist or Audiologist, Assistants may:

1. conduct speech-language-hearing screenings

2. implement documented treatment plans or protocols as
prescribed by the supervising clinician

3. document as prescribed by the supervision clinician
patient/client progress

4., assist during assessment

5. assist with informal documentation, prepare charts,
record graphs, or otherwise display data

6. perform checks and maintenance of equipment
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7. participate in research projects, in-service training,
and public relations programs

(c) Prohibited Duties: Assistants will not:
l.evaluate speech, language, or hearing
2. interpret measurements of speech, language, or hearing

3. make recommendations regarding treatment or provide
counseling

4. sign test reports and other documents regarding the
practice of speech-language pathology and/or audiology

(d) Assistant Titles. Speech-Language Pathology Assistants
and Audiology Assistants shall list their degree followed by
title (e.g., B.A., SLP Assistant). Assistants shall always
identify themselves as such in professional interactions.

(e) Assistant Supervision. The applicant, if registered, must
assist the licensed speech-language pathologist or
audiologist. A licensee who supervises a speech-language
pathology assistant or an audiology assistant shall be
responsible for the direction of all clinical services
provided by said assistant and shall be responsible to the
client for the performance of these services. The assistant
must be under the direct supervision of a licensee.
Supervision requires the physical presence of the licensee in
the same facility one hundred percent (100%) of the time when
the assistant is carrying out assigned clinical
responsibilities. The licensed supervisor must document direct
observation of at least ten percent (10%) of all clinical
services provided by the assistant. The licensee shall be
responsible for the legal, ethical, and moral professional
behavior relating to the approved work each assistant is
conducting under the licensee’s supervision.

(f) Advertising. Registered assistants are not allowed to
represent themselves or to be represented as practitioners of
speech-language pathology or audiology. Preparation or
distribution of announcements of practice, independent
telephone listings, or other such notices shall be in
violation of the registration to assist, and will lead to
automatic revocation of such registration.

(g) Application for Registration. Application for registration
of an assistant must be made to the Board. The application
will be completed by the supervisor, signed by the proposed
assistant and supervisor, and must be notarized. It will
contain the plan (described below) for the assistant and a
statement that the proposed supervisor accepts the complete
and legal responsibility for the speech-language pathology
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and/or audiology services of the proposed assistant. An
official copy of the proposed assistant's transcript must be
sent to the Board by the school registrar. A statement
indicating the number and types of practicum hours obtained
must be provided by the director of the training program.

(h) The Plan for an Assistant. Registration for a
speech-language pathology assistant or an audiology assistant
will be considered after a specific work plan has been
reviewed and approved by the Board to include:

1. The place(s) in which the assistant will work,

2. A description of the activities to be performed by the
assistant,

3. A description of the amount and circumstances of
supervision to be given to the assistant, and

4. A description of the training the assistant is to
receive in preparation for the performance of the planned
activities.

(i) Length of Registration. Registration for assisting a
speech-language pathologist or audiologist shall expire
December 31 of each year. This registration must be renewed
each year effective January 1. Failure to apply for renewal of
registration shall result in automatic revocation of
registration to assist.

(J) Speech-Language Pathology Assistant and/or Audiology
Assistant Fee. There will be a $100.00 fee charged for
assistant registration and $50.00 for assistant registration
renewal. This fee must be submitted with the application and
is non-refundable.

(k) Renewal of Registration. All assistant registrations
expire on December 31 following their issuance or renewal, and
are invalid thereafter unless renewed. Renewals of
registration must be accompanied by:

1. Written request for registration renewal from the
supervisor.

2. Statement of any proposed modifications of the
original plan. (see section (f) above).

3. Evidence of a minimum of ten (10) continuing education
hours completed in the twelve month period beginning
January 1 and ending December 31 of that year. Academic
course work approved by the Board may be used to meet
this requirement completed in the twelve-month period
beginning January 1 of each year and ending December 31.
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These continuing education hours must be related to the
activities registered to be performed by the assistant as
outlined in the application for the assistant (see
Section (f) above).

4., A $50.00 annual renewal fee.

(1) Changes in Plan. If changes are desired in the approved
supervisory plan, a new application must be filed. An
additional registration fee is not required to make changes in
the Plan.

(m) Licensed Supervisor. Each speech-language pathologist and/
or audiologist supervising assistants shall have held a full
unrestricted license for at least two years. FEach
audiologists will accept no more than the equivalent of two
full-time assistants concurrently. FEach speech-language
pathologist may not supervise more than three full-time
equivalent assistants in any one setting.

(n) Board Member Restriction. A Board member shall abstain
from evaluating and voting on registration of assistants if
there is any question of conflict of interest.
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